
LGBTQ2+ HOMELESSNESS
Anti-LGBTQ2+stigma causes LGBTQ2+ people to experience
much higher rates of homelessness than non-LGBTQ2+people:

• In a 2018 study, LGBTQ2+ Canadians were more than twiceas likely to
have experienced some type of homelessnessor housing insecurity in
their lifetime (27% vs. 13%, respectively).

• Between 25% and 40%of the 40,000homeless youth in Canada
are LGBTQ2+. Family conflictrelating to sexual orientation or gender
identity is the main reason LGBTQ2+ youth become homeless.

• LGBTQ2+ Canadians were 2.3 timesas likely to report having to
temporarily live somewhere other than home becausethey were
leaving an abusive or violent situation (7% versus 3%).

• LGBTQ2+ Canadians were three timesmore likely than non-LGBTQ2+
Canadians (6% versus 2%) to report having had to live in a shelter, on
the street,or in an abandoned building. They were alsomore than
twiceas likely (21%), compared to non-LGBTQ2+Canadians (10%), to
report having lived with family or friends because they had no other
place to stay

LOW INCOME

A significantlyhigher
proportion of LGBTQ2+
Canadians (41%) had a total
personal income of lessthan
$20,000per year compared
with their non-LGBTQ2+
counterparts (26%).

A higher proportion of
LGBTQ2+ Canadianswere
also less likely to be able to
handle sudden, unforeseen
expenditures-11% of
LGBTQ2+ Canadians reported
not being able to manage an
unexpected expense of $500,
compared to 7% of non-
LGBTQ2+ Canadians.

A 2018 survey found that
households where the
person responsible for the
housing decisionswas
LGBTQ2+were more likely
to be living in core housing
need. The same survey found
that 30% of LGBTQ2+
households reported
spending at least30% of their
incomeon housing and
shelter costs,compared to
21% among householdsof
heterosexual respondents.
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A summary of research from StatisticsCanada

Higher rates of LGBTQ2+homelessnessare complicatedby lack of
inclusive shelter spaces.There are only two emergency shelters for
LGBTQIA2 youth in all of Canada. All other existingsheltersofferonly
binary spaces—formen or women—whichdo not provide an option for
trans youth or thosewho identify as non-binary.



LACK OF PARENTAL SUPPORT
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Lessthan half (43%) of trans people in Waterloo Region have come out to people outside of their
immediate family. Nearly a thirdof thosewho have (31%) say thatpeople they cameout to are unsupportive
(Charlie Davis, 2020)

In one survey,75% of trans people in Waterloo Region felt that being trans hurt or embarrassed their
family.

In one WaterlooRegionstudy,42% of trans respondents reported having to move away from family or
friends becauseof their gender identity.


